
revcom.us

With regard to the question of individual leaders—         
as well as leadership collectively—our approach is 
one of applying the scientific outlook and method of 
dialectical, and historical, materialism to this as well. We 
are aiming for the ultimate achievement of communism, 
throughout the world. And, yes, it is true: when that 
goal is reached, then there will no longer be a need, or 
a basis, for vanguards and for leaders in the sense in 
which we now think of leaders. But at the present time, 
and for some time to come, there is, and there will be, a 
great need for and a great importance to leaders. This is 
an expression and a result of underlying contradictions 
and profound divisions in society (the division between 
mental and manual labor in particular, and more 
fundamentally the contradictions between the forces 
and relations of production and between the economic 
base and the superstructure—and the interrelation and 
interpenetration of these contradictions—as this takes 
form in this era where the world is still dominated by the 
capitalist-imperialist system). And, so long as that is true, 
the essential questions will remain: What is the content 
and effect of that leadership—where will it lead people, 
and how? What does it enable people to do, or prevent 
them from doing? Does it contribute to their capacity to 
actually comprehend reality, and to act consciously to 
change it, in accordance with the fundamental interests of 
humanity—or does it interfere with and undermine that?
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