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There is a great deal of misunderstanding and confusion 

about the question of communist leadership, 
confusion which is bound up to a large degree with 

misconceptions about—and in some ways opposition 

to—the principles and objectives of communist 

revolution itself. Leadership—and in particular 

communist leadership—is, as I have been speaking to, 

concentrated in line. This does not simply mean line as 

theoretical abstractions, although such abstractions, 

especially insofar as they do correctly reflect reality 

and its motion and development, are extremely 

important. But in an all-around sense, it is a matter of 

leadership as expressed in the ability to continually 

make essentially correct theoretical abstractions; to 

formulate, to wield, and to lead others to take up and 

act on—and to themselves take initiative in wielding—

the outlook and method, and the strategy, program, 

and policies, necessary to radically transform the 

world through revolution toward the final aim of 

communism; and through this process to continually 

enable others one is leading to themselves 

increasingly develop their ability to do all this. This is 

the essence of communist leadership.  


